
 

 

 

 

 

 

       21/6/2018 

From the principals desk 

   Dear Parents 

 

In the recent months I received numerous emails, phone calls and parent visits regarding 

the school’s conversion to IEB. Most parents ask me the following question: “Is the IEB 

National Senior Certificate examination more difficult than other National Senior 

Certificate examinations?” 

 

All schools who offer the National Senior Certificate follow the National Curriculum 

Statements which outlines the learning requirements in each subject. The IEB has its 

own Subject Assessment Guidelines (SAGs) which provide the structure and weighting 

of each examination component - examination papers, oral and practical requirements 

and school based assessment requirements. All South African examination bodies are 

accredited by Umalusi, the statutory quality assurance body. The IEB is hence 

accredited to operate by Umalusi. Umalusi being the national certification body issues 

the National Senior Certificate. The IEB issues an IEB statement of results to its 

learners. 

 

Umalusi moderates all externally set examination papers to ensure that they comply 

with the National Curriculum Statements and the examination requirements of the 

examination body. They also assess whether the examination papers are more or less 

assessing at the level one should expect of a Grade 12 learner. 

 

There is no scientific way of proving whether one examination paper is assessing at the 

same level as another, simply because the issue of standards and comparability of 

standards is more complex than the examination paper itself. It embraces provisioning 

which includes the ability, qualification and application of teachers. It includes the 

physical resources at schools and support for learners at home, which includes issues 

of language proficiency, access to IT and support from parents.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then there are the more obvious expressions of standards namely the examination 

paper itself, the administration and conduct of the examination, how irregularities are 

dealt with as well as how the papers are marked and finally, resulting. 

 

The IEB is of the opinion that the way schools prepare learners for the examination 

makes the IEB examination accessible to the learners. To look at an analogy: if you are 

preparing for the down-run of the Comrade’s Marathon, your training, while it may be as 

demanding in respect of time and distances, will differ from what your training runs 

would be if you were preparing for the up-run. Because the impact of the race on your 

knees in a down-run is different from the impact on the knees in an up-run, preparation 

for the down-run requires training on different roads to ensure that the knees for 

example are adequately prepared for the down-run. In the same way, because of the 

IEB way of assessing, teachers approach the preparation of learners differently to 

prepare them to cope well with the difference. 

 

Hence, the way of teaching learners in an IEB school prepares them for the IEB 

examination in the same way as teaching in other schools prepares their learners for 

the examination they will write. And just as preparation for an up-run does not prepare 

you for a down-run in the Comrades Marathon, preparation for an IEB examination 

does not prepare you for the examination of another examining body and vice versa. 

 

Regards 

 

JHC Kruger                            

Principal 


